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Welcome 

Welcome to Slinfold Church of England Primary and Pre-
school. Set in the heart of Slinfold village, we are a small but 
vibrant school where our school vision shines through 
everything that we do. 'Caring, Learning, Achieving ...guided 
by God' is threaded though our learning at Slinfold so that by 
the time the children leave here, they are confident, 
independent learners, ready to tackle any challenge that 
comes their way.  

 
As a Church of England School, we are proud of our 
Christian distinctiveness and we welcome children and 
families into our community regardless of ability or faith. I am 
immensely proud to be the Headteacher of this wonderful 
school - not only because of our ethos but because of the 
wonderful community of people, children, parents and carers 
that come here.  

 

Please take the time to look at our website, pop in and say 
hello or give us a call if you would like to find out more. Our 
door is aways open.  
  

                Laura Phibbs and Sam Salter 
 

Co-Heads 
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Slinfold School 

Built in 1849, Slinfold School 
dates back to Victorian times. It 
originally had just one 
classroom and living 
accommodation for the school 
master but, over the years, has 
grown steadily in size. In its 
early days there was a 
succession of teachers, the 
most notable being a William 
Brown who began teaching at 
the age of 22 and stayed for a grand total of 42 years, retiring in 
1921.  

Children started school at 9:00 and finished school at 3:45. From 
looking at the old school Log books, children were known to 
study óthe three Rsô, history, geography and a great variety of 
óobject lessonsô such as: the cow, the camel, corn plants, iron and 
steel, the silk and the silkworm, a railway station, a lighthouse 
and much more. Girls studied needlework whilst boys did 

woodwork and football.  

School attendance was routinely recorded in the 
Log book and numbers were regularly affected by 
childhood epidemics, the harvest, children helping 

with beating, the local steeplechase ï even days off for 
blackberry picking! As in Victorian times, the school may now get 
closed due to winter weather conditions although óink freezing in 
the wellsô is no longer a problem. 

 

Then, as now, Slinfold 
School was very much a 
part of the community. We 
may no longer host 
exhibitions, concerts and 
flower shows but the 
church, school, community 
link is still very much in 
evidence. 

Slinfold School is very much 
a part of the community 
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Our vision 

We are committed to creating a love of learning that will stay 
with children for life. 

Slinfold provides opportunities for everyone to achieve their 
personal best and lead healthy and fulfilling lives. 

Slinfold promotes respect for all. It is a place where all 
individuals feel safe to try new things, 
feel valued and able to make a 
positive contribution to society.  

It is a vibrant and creative community 
where enjoyment of learning and a 
relish for enquiry is at the heart of all 
we do. 
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School information 

How to Find Us 
Slinfold is situated west of Horsham just off the A29 Stane Street, 
two miles from Broadbridge Heath. 
The school is next to St Peterôs Church on the main street 
through the village. 

Slinfold is a Voluntary Controlled Church of England primary 
school. It is co-educational and caters for children aged 4 to 11 
years. 
 
Address  Slinfold Church of England Primary School 
   The Street 
   Slinfold 
   Horsham 
   West Sussex 
   RH13 0RR 
Telephone       01403 790253 
Fax   01403 791408  
 
E-mail  office@slinfold.w-sussex.sch.uk 
Website  www.slinfold.w-sussex.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Co-Heads  Miss Laura Phibbs BA(Hons), PGCE  
    Mrs Sam Salter 
 
Chair of Governors Mrs Sarah Elphick 

School Governors: 
 
Mrs Sam Salter (staff) 
Mr Brian Carroll 
Mr Tim Canham 
Mrs Sarah Elphick 
Mr Iain Bubb 
 
 

 
 
Rev Sandra Hall 
Mrs Kathryn Howard 
Miss Laura Phibbs 
Mr Billy Joels 
Mr Robin Nordgreen 
Mrs Victoria Stenning 
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Dates and times 

The School Year 
 

Autumn term 2018 
Tuesday 4th September ï Wednesday 19th December 
Half term: 22nd October ï 26th October 
Spring term 2019 
Thursday 3rd January ï Friday 5th April  
Half term:18th February ï 22nd February 
Summer term 2019 
Monday 23rd April ï Tuesday 23rd July  
Half term: 27th May ï 31st May 
 

May Bank Holiday - Monday 6th May   

These dates are set by the Local Education Authority. 
 

The school is closed to pupils for five INSET days for teacher 
training. In 2018ï19 these are: 
 

Monday 3rd September 
Monday 29th October 
Friday 15th February  
Monday 22nd July 
Tuesday 23rd July  

 

Term dates for 2019-20 can be 
found on our website. 

The School Day 
 

School starts at 8.30. A member of staff is 
on duty in the playground from 8.20.  
Break is for 15 minutes from 10.15. There 
are 3 members of staff on duty.  

Lunch is from 12.00ï1.00.  

During lunch time our team of midday 
meal supervisors serve a hot lunch in the 
hall in two sittings and are with the 
children either on the field or the 
playground. 
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Admissions 

The admissions policy at Slinfold CE Primary is common to all 
county schools in West Sussex. For further information please 
visit the West Sussex Admissions page at 
www.westsussex.gov.uk/admissions. 

Our school caters for children aged 4 to 11 years. The majority of 
children come from our immediate catchment area of Slinfold 
village although we have taken children from other outlying 
districts as well.  

In the autumn of the year before your child starts school, the 
Childrenôs Services Department at West Sussex County Council 
will prompt you to apply for the school of your choice online. 
Paper applications are also available for those who do not have 
access to a computer. Applicants living out of county need to 
contact the Admissions Team: 

 

Pupil Admissions Team  
County Hall North (Parkside),  
Chart Way,  
Horsham, 
West Sussex  
RH12 1XH 

 

Telephone: 03330 142903  
E-mail: admissions.north@westsussex.gov.uk 
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School Uniform  

The policy of the school is that children should wear uniform, 
and we ask for parentsô co-operation in this matter.  
All articles of clothing should be marked 
with the owner's initial and surname. 
Uniform carrying the school logo may be 
ordered direct from TEC. Further details 
are on our school website. 

 

Winter Uniform 
 

White blouse/shirt/polo shirt 
Grey tunic/ skirt/ shorts or grey straight 
leg trousers 
Royal blue sweatshirt or cardigan 
White or grey socks or tights 
 

Summer Uniform 
 

Children may continue to wear the uniform as above or choose 
to wear a blue gingham or candy stripe dress.  

 
Shoes for boys and girls 
Black sensible outdoor shoes with flat heels should be worn.  
Open toed sandals or trainers are not acceptable. 

 
Outdoor wear 

Children need to bring a coat or waterproof jacket to school each 
day since outdoor play takes place in most weathers. 
During the summer term children should bring a sunhat that 
shades the face and neck. 
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School Uniform  
 

PE Kit 
 

Trainers (Velcro fastening for younger 
children) 
White T shirt 
Royal blue shorts (from Year 3 children 
may wear a royal blue skort instead of 
shorts) 
For colder weather tracksuit or jogging 
bottoms combined with your childôs 
school jumper or fleece. 
A drawstring bag ï named ï in which to 
keep PE kit. 

 

 

 

In order to protect their clothing, children need an art overall. 
This can be an adapted adultôs shirt or blouse. 
We expect and encourage our pupils to look smart at all 
times. We expect shirts to be tucked in and fleeces to be 
worn only when outside. Hair should be neat and well 
combed with no extremes of hair style. Shoulder length hair 
needs to be tied back during the school day. Blue, white or 
black hair bands may be worn. Children should not wear nail 
varnish to school.  
 
Watches may be worn at the owner's risk and no other 
jewellery is to be worn at all. The only exception is the 
wearing of one pair of flat studs, permissible in ears which 
have been pierced. These earrings have to be removed by 
the child for PE and games. If your child cannot remove the 
earrings without help then please do not put them in on PE 
days. If you are thinking about having your childôs ears 
pierced the best time to do this is at the beginning of the 
summer holidays.  
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Classes in school  

We have a very keen School Council who meet weekly. Two 
representatives from each class along with a chair and 
secretary meet to discuss various issues within school. Each 
class holds class council discussions which will raise issues the 
class would like to be discussed at School Council. Decisions 
such as how to celebrate and raise money for charity 
fundraising events, wearing own clothes for your birthday, 
developing areas in school and the House names have all been 
discussed at school council.  

Currently we have 5 classes. As we are a primary school there are 
7 year groups so classes cover two year groups. 

All our classes are named after local rivers. 

 

School Council  

Hamble Reception and Year 1 

Medway Year 1 and Year 2 

Arun Year 3 and Year 4 

Adur Year 4 and Year 5 

Rother Year 5 and Year 6 

Absences 

We ask all parents to inform us if their child is ill and cannot 
attend school. You can do this by telephoning before school. If 
we havenôt heard from you we will call you. Requests for 
authorised absence for reasons other than illness should be 
made to the Headteacher. Following current guidelines, absence 
for holidays will be granted only in exceptional circumstances.  
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Curriculum  

English 
 

English is both a subject in its own 
right and the medium for teaching. 
Fluency in the English language is 
an essential foundation for success 
in all subjects. We aim to ensure 
language is exciting, stimulating 
and enjoyable for all children and 
help children to be aware of the 
hard work and skills needed to 
make their own language more 
accurate, interesting, fluent and 
coherent. 

 

Speaking and Listening  

Through spoken language pupils 
are able to convey ideas, ask questions to check 
understanding, develop vocabulary, build knowledge and 
negotiate. They evaluate and build on the ideas of others and 
become effective communicators. Teachers model well-
structured descriptions and explanations, enabling pupils to 
clarify their thinking and organise ideas for writing. Pupils are 
taught to consider how they speak and write, and to use 
Standard English. Role play is frequently used as a medium 
for teaching in English lessons and in other areas of the 
curriculum.  
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Curriculum  

English 
 

Reading and Writing  

Children learn to read fluently, 
understand extended prose 
(both fiction and non-fiction) and 
are encouraged to read for 
pleasure. The school has a 
range of texts, library facilities 
and sets expectations for 
reading at home. Parents are 

particularly encouraged to 
become involved in the 
development of their childôs 
reading by sharing books, reading 
to their children and regularly 
listening to their children read at 
home.  We help children develop 
the stamina and skills to write at 
length, with accurate spelling and 
punctuation. Children are taught 
the correct use of grammar and 
gradually build on what they have 
been taught, to expand their 
range of writing and the variety of 
the grammar they use. Correct 
grammatical terms in English are 

integrated within teaching. Childrenôs writing is taught 
through a range of genres and 
consolidates what they have 
heard or read. Our handwriting 
policy commences with a pre-
cursive style and progresses, 
with close links to phonics and 
spelling, until the children are 
able to write in a well-
proportioned, joined and fluent 
style.  
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Curriculum  

Maths 
 

We aim to develop pupilsô numeracy 
and mathematical reasoning across 
the curriculum so that they 
understand and appreciate the 
importance of mathematics and to 
become fluent in the fundamentals.  

The children are taught to apply 
arithmetic fluently to problem solving, 
understand and use measures, make 
estimates and sense check their 
work. They learn to apply their 
geometric and algebraic 
understanding, and relate their 
understanding of probability to the 
notions of risk and uncertainty.  

We develop their understanding of the cycle of collecting, 
presenting and analysing data.  

The children are taught to apply their mathematics to both 
routine and non-routine problems, including breaking down 
more complex problems into a series of simpler steps. 
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Curriculum  

Science 
 
We provide high-quality science education 
that provides the foundations for 
understanding the world through biology, 
chemistry and physics. We aim to develop 
childrenôs scientific knowledge through 
generating a sense of excitement and 
curiosity about natural phenomena.  

We teach children to understand methods 
and processes through different types of 
scientific enquiry. This enables them to 
answer questions about the world around 
them. We also encourage children to understand how science 
can be used to explain what is occurring, and predict how things 
will behave, analysing causes.  

We ensure that pupils are equipped with the scientific 
knowledge to understand the uses and implications of science, 
today and for the future. In science lessons we take advantage 
of our extensive outdoor environment, including our 
environmental area with pond.  

In Early Years Foundation Stage science is included in 
óUnderstanding the Worldô area of 
learning and development. 
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Curriculum  

Computing 
 
We expect children to become confident, 
enthusiastic, independent, creative and 
responsible users of technology. 

All children have a weekly lesson with a 
specialist primary computing teacher in 
the school computer suite, in addition to using technology in their 
learning across other areas of the curriculum.  

From Reception onwards, children 
are encouraged to explore 
technology around them by using 
electronic toys, sound recording and 
listening devices and suitable 
programs and websites on 
computers and tablets.  

By Year 6 children are expected to 
select and 

use a range of technology equipment 
and programs and to develop 
algorithms and develop, write and 
debug their own programs in Scratch 
code.  

Learning about e-safety is integrated 
into topics in every year group. 

Our dedicated computer suite is 
equipped with a data projector and networked laptop computers 
providing space for up to 24 children to work individually. All 

classrooms are fully networked 
with interactive whiteboards and 
several laptop computers, plus 
additional access to shared 
laptops and tablet computers.  

The hall has a computer linked to 
a large TV monitor which is used 
for music, dance and drama 
lessons and whole school worship. 


